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The Augsburg Confession:

Article Two, Of Original Sin

Article 2 of the Augsburg Confession deals
with the fundamental problem faced by
the human race - sin. The existence of sin
cannot be denied by any reasonable per-
son since it is abundantly evident in the
world around us. Yet in spite of this evi-
dence of sin, the Biblical teaching con-
cerning sin continues to be denied by
many in our age, making this article just as
valuable today as it was in 1530.

The Cause of Sin

Scripture clearly reveals the cause of sin in
the world. When God created the world
and man, they were created perfect. After
the work of creation was completed on
the sixth day we read: “Then God saw
everything that He had made, and indeed
it was very good” (Genesis 1:31). But this
world would not remain perfect for long.
Scripture attributes the cause of sin to Sa-
tan who tempted Adam and Eve to dis-
obey the command of God, bringing about
“the fall” (Genesis 3). This was the most
devastating event in the history of the

world, because it would affect the lives of
all people from that time forward. The ac-
count found in Genesis 3 is God’s own re-
cord which reveals to us the source of sin
in this world, and sets the background for
the rest of Scripture and gives it purpose.

The Definition of Original
Sin

In this article of the Augsburg Confession,
the reformers make a distinction between
Actual Sin (sins actually committed) and
what is called Original Sin (sin which we
have inherited). Very few people deny ac-

tual sin, but many deny original sin. In this
article original sin is described:

It is also taught among us that since the
fall of Adam all men who are born accord-
ing to the course of nature are conceived
and born in sin. That is, all men are full of
evil lust and inclinations from their moth-
ers’ wombs and are unable by nature to
have true fear of God and true faith in
God. Moreover, this inborn sickness and
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hereditary sin is truly sin and condemns to
the eternal wrath of God all those who
are not born again through Baptism and
the Holy Spirit.

The doctrine of original sin is clearly
taught in Scripture. Sin is not a product of
our environment or something we grow
into with age, but is a “disease” we are
born with.

When God created Adam and Eve, He cre-
ated them in His own image: “So God cre-
ated man in His own image; in the image
of God He created him; male and female
He created them” (Genesis 1:27).

The image of God consists of:

. True righteousness, and holiness
(Ephesians 4:24);

e  Perfect knowledge (Colossians 3:10).
Consequences of Original Sin

But after the fall, when Eve bore a son, we
are told that he was not born in the image
of God, but was born in the likeness of his
(now sinful) father: “And Adam lived one
hundred and thirty years, and begot a son
in his own likeness, after his image, and
named him Seth” (Genesis 5:3). Seth in-
herited his father’s sinful nature, just as
we all have.

When God destroyed the wicked world
through the flood, He said: “I will never
again curse the ground for man’s sake, al-
though the imagination of man’s heart is
evil from his youth” (Genesis 8:21).

David declares that our struggle with sin
starts when life begins: “Behold, | was

brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my
mother conceived me” (Psalm 51:5).

The result?
e  All people are born with sin.

“As it is written: ‘There is none righteous,
no, not one; There is none who under-
stands; There is none who seeks after
God. They have all turned aside; They
have together become unprofitable;
There is none who does good, no, not
one’” (Romans 3:10-12).

“Therefore, as through one man’s offense
judgment came to all men, resulting in
condemnation, even so through one
Man'’s righteous act the free gift came to
all men, resulting in justification of life.
For as by one man’s disobedience many
were made sinners, so also by one Man’s
obedience many will be made right-
eous” (Romans 5:18-19).

e All people have a natural inclination
to do evil.

“But the natural man does not receive the
things of the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness to him; nor can he know
them, because they are spiritually dis-
cerned” (1 Corinthians 2:14).

“Because the carnal mind is enmity
against God; for it is not subject to the law
of God, nor indeed can be. So then, those
who are in the flesh cannot please

God” (Romans 8:7-8).

e Without Spiritual rebirth sinners
stand condemned before God.

“Therefore remember that you, once Gen-
tiles in the flesh... that at that time you
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were without Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel and strangers
from the covenants of promise, having no
hope and without God in the

world” (Ephesians 2:11-12).

“Jesus answered, ‘Most assuredly, | say to
you, unless one is born of water and the
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of
God. That which is born of the flesh is
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit
is spirit’”” (John 3:5-6).

e The punishment for sin is eternal
death.

“And these will go away into everlasting
punishment, but the righteous into eter-
nal life.” (Ephesians 2:11-12).

False Teachings concern-
ing Original Sin

The Reformers continued: Rejected in this
connection are the Pelagians and other
who deny that original sin is sin, for they
hold that natural man is made righteous
by his own powers, thus disparaging the
sufferings and merit of Christ.

Pelagians - followers of a British monk
who taught that man’s nature is not de-
praved since the fall, but is in a state of
moral indifference. Pelagius taught that
we are born without virtue or vice, though
capable of both, depending solely on the
will of the individual.

. Unitarians - teach that good is inher-
ent in all people.

. Quakers - teach that all human be-
ings can choose between the good and
evil inside them - everyone has the power

to choose good over evil if they really
want to.

o Mormons - do not believe in original
sin, and teach that human beings are not
inherently evil.

Semi-Pelagians - hold that free will was
only partially impaired by the fall, so that
salvation depends on grace and the cor-
rect use of our natural powers.

o Roman Catholics - teach salvation by
works (see Apology).

Arminians - followers of Arminius who
taught that humans beings can and must
aid in their own conversion (called syner-
gism).

e  Synergism is taught by the majority
of Protestant churches today (for exam-
ple: Methodists, Seventh-day Adventists)
who are well known for their “decision
theology”.

The Importance of the
Doctrine of Original Sin

Any teachings which minimize the prob-
lem of our sinful state or elevates the
power of the human being to save himself
undermines the work of Christ for our sal-
vation. The false teachings above, in one
way or another, all destroy the Scriptural
teaching of GRACE ALONE (cf. Ephesians
2:1-10). The Biblical teaching of sin and
our total inability to save ourselves is an
essential part of God’s plan of salvation,
because it reveals to us our great need for
salvation through Christ. If we are without
an inclination to sin, and are able to save
ourselves with God’s help, it would have
been foolish for God to send His Son!
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New Pastors Visitation BELC

We are in the process of a visitation to
new pastors in the BELC in India. We are
accompanied by the district chairman and
go to the pastors’ homes and meet their
family. Questions are asked about the
family and the background of the pastor.
It is a time for them to ask us questions
also. Fellowship in practice in the field like
this is fun and informative. At each home
we close with a prayer for pastor and fam-

ily.

Pastor Thomas walks the four kilometers
to where he preaches as he has no bicy-
cle. And he recently had over 100 children
in the VBS held at the village of Rama-
krishnapuram.

At the age of 55 Pastor Meganathan has
read the whole Bible forty-five times, the
New Testament alone eighty-three times.
As in some other congregations, he con-
ducts a tuition center upstairs in the
church as an outreach tool for children
who need help in school. And they hear
Bible stories.

Pastor E. David Selvam has a large congre-
gation in his home village with five other
branches ranging from 6 to 24 k. away.

M. SamRaj’s late father was a pastor in
the BELC Tiruttani District. Now Sam Raj is
stepping into his father’s shoes to serve
the congregation and it is in this church
building where the monthly pastor meet-
ings are held.

R. Abel Arjunan has a sturdy church build-
ing they are working on, but not com-
pleted. The previous one they had been
working on in another place was demol-
ished by the Hindus.

When we lived in Nigeria, | remember
once when a road’s course was altered so
as not to cut down an ancient tree that
had superstitions attached to it from old
tribal ancestor worship. In India a Hindu
temple, no matter how small is not
touched as the road goes around it. This is
why the story of the church building at
Madhur is so interesting. Paul Mano is
pastor here and told us the story. In 1969
a Hindu temple was built on ancestral
land. The temple had to do with the snake
Nahalama or Nagalama. In 1984 wonder
of wonders the temple was torn down
and a Christian church building now sits in
that spot. This was not easy to do and
there was a difficult struggle in the village
over this. It was the family’s land and so
they were determined. A Hindu priest’s
daughter (converted) is married to Paul
Mano. Paul Mano’s father got the founda-
tion laid before he died. Now Paul Mano
has completed the building which serves
70 adult members and 82 children. With
God all things are possible. Nothing will be
impossible with Him.




