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 Here is an update 

from the worst weather 

place in the United States.  

Fargo, ND can now claim 

that title following a weath-

er.com survey.  

 Gift of God orga-

nized as a preaching sta-

tion in the fall of 1991. It was 

organized as an extension 

of the ministry of St. Paul, 

Ponsford, MN and Mt.Olive, 

Detroit Lakes, MN.    

 In 2001, about the 

same time we organized as 

a congregation, we moved 

from a hotel conference 

room in Fargo and started renting a vacant church 

building in Mapleton, ND.  The following year, we pur-

chased the building for $50,000 with the aid of a loan 

from the CLC Church Extension Fund. The building 

can hold 100+ worshipers with just as much room 

downstairs including an adequate kitchen from which 

to serve potlucks.  

 If you haven’t heard, Gift of God Lutheran 

Church is the only church in the town of Mapleton, 

ND. The town is twelve miles west of the I-94/29 inter-

change in Fargo. No matter where you go in the Unit-

ed States, much less the Midwestern States, being the 

only church in a midsized community just isn’t very 

common. Being so close to most of the homes in this 

town, many could realistical-

ly walk. Of course, for 9 

months of the year, in the 

harsh ND winters everyone 

does drive.  The town is pre-

dominantly filled with non-

church goers. Therefore we 

have many opportunities to 

reach out with the Gospel 

message. 

 Here are a few in-

stances in which the Lord 

has blessed us tremendously 

to be where we are. From 

time to time we hear about 

various members of the CLC 

coming to the F-M (Fargo-

Moorhead) area to further 

their education at the local 

universities and colleges. In 

the past, those college stu-

dents have benefited from 

attending our worship ser-

vices here in the area.  We 

in turn appreciate their fel-

lowship and pray that will 

continue.  At the beginning 

of this past school year, a 

home Bible study began 

consisting of college stu-

dents and others in their 

20’s.  They have been 

meeting monthly and cur-

rently digging into the book 

of Hebrews.  The group of 5-7 people take turns host-

ing the study and there really are some great discus-

sions!   

In our Vacation Bible School each summer, 

we routinely get the opportunity to share the Gospel 

with about 30 children (mostly non-members).  This 

past summer the online registration feature through 

our website (mapletonluth-eran.com) was a real 

boost. A few of those children have been baptized 

and others come to our Sunday School on a regular 

basis. On the Sunday following VBS, we hold an out-

door worship service at the local playground/park 

which is well attended by visitors.   

Hopefully we have learned to use the ad-

vantages which the Lord 

has presented to us. 

To that point, we have 

made use of the very 

friendly environment in the 

Mapleton Community 

Center on various occa-

sions. It is just one block 

away from our church. 

They allow us to use it for 

free. And anyone who 

lives in Mapleton stops in 

there because of the post 

office which is attached. 

The different seminars and 

Bible studies which we   
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  TVBS Goes International 

 The TVBS mission effort 
hopes to go beyond the borders 
of the U.S. this summer. Trips 
this summer, beside some of our 
regular trips to Texas, Atlanta, 
and Wisconsin, include a trip to 
Vernon, British Columbia, Cana-
da.  This trip poses a unique 
problem in that participants will 
need passports or passcards to 
enter and return from Canada. 
So we are looking for volunteers 
to all of our summer trips as 
usual, but also looking for a few 
adults who might have pass-
ports/passcards and would like to 
be involved in this trip to 
Vernon.  

 Remember families, you 
could make any of these trips a 
family vacation and help in the 
Kingdom-work at the same time. 
 Please check out the 
website at www.clctvbs.org for 
the dates and trips for which we 
need volunteers, and continue to 
support the TVBS effort with 
your prayers and offerings. For 
more information or for ques-
tions, please contact Ross Roehl 
by phone (715-864-1764) or 
email (ross.roehl@gmail.com or 
@ilc.edu). Thanks for your sup-
port.       - Prof. Ross Roehl 
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have held over the past couple of years have been 

good opportunities to get the word out about our 

church, not to mention the actual Word.  A sampling 

of those studies include: Mapleton Mardi Gras 

(Fasting and Lent), 2012 – Will that be the End?, Hal-

loween and Reformation, To Spank or Not to Spank.   

 A bright spot for our congregation of late 

has been the confirmation class with 1 member at-

tending and as of last week 5 non-members coming. 

They have taken part in studies at the Community 

Center, as well as giving their unique perspective.   

 By the time you read this the whole Fargo/

Moorhead community will have endured yet anoth-

er spring flooding season.  Sandbagging with other 

people from all walks of life presents itself as another 

opportunity year after year to speak about the Lord 

Jesus Christ and give out invitations for our worship 

services and other church activities. 

 We thank the Lord for the salvation He has 

won for us, and for the privilege of bringing it to oth-

ers here in the frigid Fargo area. We also thank the 

Lord for fellow CLC members who keep us in their 

prayers and support us with their Mission offerings.   

 

                  - Pastor Matthew Gurath 

REPORT from BELC in INDIA  

 Joint District Meeting Pastor D. Paul, the head 
of the BELC who recently turned 46, decided to try having a 
joint Koppedu - Uthukottai District meeting at a marriage 
hall in Nagalapuram. There were 58 present. With the addi-
tion of Martin Luther Bible School graduates to Koppedu, 
this makes the group too large to meet at our rented build-
ing. It has been tried to have a joint meeting on the roof, but 
that means a tent rented and it gets hot up there. The build-
ing owners may try to sell it so we might have to move to 
another rented one. If all the men of the two districts come, 
it would be about 75. It was crowded already in the rented 
building with just one district.  

 BELC Building Survey During the month of 
April, a survey was undertaken to assess the various needs of 
congregations for their place of worship. It should be noted 
that the members oftentimes have donated land for their 
churches, and new men joining the fellowship have brought 
along church buildings. There is a wide array of needed ma-
terials for their humble sanctuaries, such as roofing sheets, 
doors, windows, plaster for the walls, fill dirt and floors, 
cement to patch the 
floors, etc. How much we 
are able to help these con-
gregations depends upon 
the amount of funds avail-
able in the Mission Devel-
opment Fund. May the 
Lord bless these efforts in 
our joint Kingdom work. 


