


7

God of people, some to heaven and some to hell. This is not taught in the Bible. In the clearest
teaching on predestination or election to heaven in Eph. 1:3-7 there is no hint of any
predestination to hell, nor is it taught anywhere else in the Word.

® We find ourselves opposed to Arminians. They teach a decision theology, that man can chose
God or make his own decision. But we are dead in trespasses and sins and it is God who must
make us alive in Him. Eph. 2:1 It is the Lord who draws men to himself.

‘Very briefly then we can see that with these groupings our Lutheran teachings are distinctly different
and drawn alone from Scripture. There are far more that we are opposed to among these groupings, but
the above is for illustration briefly. But because we are opposed to them due to their teachings does not
mean that they are not Christians. When we look for instance at the seven churches of Asia Minor in
Rev. 2-3 we see that some of the congregations do teach wrong or tolerate false teachings. Yet God
refers to these seven all as churches. And they typify in a variety of ways how the visible churches were
then and are today. We must of course each answer for ourselves to God as to belonging to an orthodox
teaching church. We praise God that at this time he allows our fellowship to be such a true teaching
church of sinners saved by the grace of God.



