


ing in my life, then CHRIST will become mere and more
precious 1o me each day! His blessed office work is 1o
produce Christ-like saints (Gal. 4:19; 5:22.23; 2 Cor. 3:18)!

THE CHARISMATIC MOVEMENT INCLUDES THOSE
. WHO TEACH THAT IT 1S GOD'S WILL FOR EVERY

SICK PERSON T0O BE HEALED,

Some “faith healers” today insist that if a person 1s sick,
then he is out of the will of God—either he does not have
enough faith or he has not come to the right person [Le. a
“healer™). Here are the facts: 1) 1n 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 we
learn that God denied Paul’s request ta have his "thorn”
(painful bodily ailment) removed. 2) Faithiul Epap-
hroditus, as we are told in Philippians 2:25-30, had almost
died from a sickness, and the implication is that Paul was
unable to help him, though God could. 3} In his final letter
to Timothy, Paul explained that he had left Trophimus at
Miletus SICK (2 Tim. 4:20), 4} Paul apparently knew of no
faith healer who could help Timothy with his stomach
allments and frequent infirmities (1 Tim, 5:23). 5) Christ
and the apostles healed ALL who came to them, not just
those who “had enough faith"” (Matt, 12:15; Acts 26:7-9), 6)
The healing miracles of Christ and the apostles can be
described as INSTANTANEOUS (Matt. 8:3; 20:34; Acts
3:6-7), PERFECT AND COMPLETE (Matt. 14:16) and LIN-
DENIABLE (Acts 4:14, 16; compare Matthew 12:22-24).
Sadly, the same cannot be said of the “miraculous cures”
of modern “healers.”

THE CHARISMATIC MOVEMENT TEACHES THAT
THE BIBLE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! WE NEED SOME-
THING ELSE (VISIONS, PROPHECY, ADDED REVE-
LATIONS, ETC,)!!
Nothing is more important than my attitude towards God's
written Word (the 66 cannonical books), Consider the {ol-
lowing: 1) Christ told His disciples that they needed added
revelation (Johin 16:12—"1 have yet many things tc say
unto you"), but He promised that the Spirit of truth weuld
come and guide them into ALL TRUTH (John 16:13)! What
more do we need? 2) Though God once spoke at various
times and in “divers manners” (through visions, dreams,
etc.), He has in these last days spoken by His Son [Heb
1:1-2)! What more do we need? 3) All Scripture is God-
breathed and profitable ... that the man of God may be
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works (2 Tim
3:16-17)! What more do we need? 4] Though Peter actually
heard God’s voice from heaven, he assures us that “we
have a more sure word of prophecy ... the Scripture” (2 Pet.

,

1:18-20)! What more do we need? 5) Jude writes concern-
ing “the faith” [the body of Christian truth) which has
once for all been delivered to the saints [Jude 3)! What
more do we need? 6) As the Lord completed His written
revelation, He issuad one final warning: LET NO MAN
ADD OR TAKE AWAY FROM MY WORD (Rev. 22:18-19).
Two verses later the final period was placed and the Bible
was completed! What more do we need?

THE CHARISMATIC MOVEMENT BELIEVES THAT
ECUMENISM IS PLEASING TO GOD.
Charismatic renowal has penetrated all the mainline Prot-
estant denominations and is rapidly sweeping into the
Roman Catholic Church. Charismatic converts are told to
stay within these churches and to seek to “renew" them by
their presence within,

God’s commands are just the opposite; 1) "COME OUT
FROM AMONG THEM" (2 Cor. 6:18); 2} “FROM SUCH
TURN AWAY™ (2 Tim. 3:5); 3) "AVOID" (Rom. 16:17); 4)
“RE)JECT" (Tit. 3:10); 5) "RECEIVE HIM NOT" {2 John 10).

] THE CHARISMATIC MOVEMENT MAKES EXPERI-

WENCE THE REAL BASIS OF CHRISTIAN UNITY
RATHER THAN DOCTRINE,

Charismatic people are united around a COMMON EX-

PERIENCE. What a person believes and what church a per-

son attends Is irrelevant, What really matters is that all

have had the "Pentecostal experience."

What was it that united the early church? Were converts
given the freedom to believe whatever they wanted and to
worship however they pleased? No, “they continued
steadfastly IN THE APOSTLES DOCTRINE" [Acts 2:42),
Their unity was based on “one faith” (Eph. 4:5), not “many
faiths.” It was a unity that was based on a common
“knowledge of the Son of God" (Eph. 4:13), which implies
a correct doctrinal understanding of who Christ is and
what He has done. This "oneness” was impossible apan
from the protective atmosphere of “doctrine’” (Eph. 4:14]
and "'truth™ (Eph. 4:15). Only God's Word and God’s Truth
can effectively unite God's people. May it so be! A
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