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Lesson 2: Animals of Kenya 



The Animals Of Kenya 

Last lesson, we talked about the land in Kenya and what animals live there.  During this 
lesson, we are going to take a closer look at these animals.  

Do you know some of the wild animals in the United States? Well, it depends on what 
part of the country you live in. In the Midwest, you would probably find raccoons, foxes, 
deer, skunks, or maybe even wolves. If you lived in the West, you might also find elks, 
antelopes, and bears. What wild animals do you see in your part of the country?  

If you visited Kenya, you would find animals that you wouldn't see in America, except 
maybe in a zoo. Do you remember the some of the animals we saw last lesson? 

Let's learn about some of these animals. 
 
In Kenya you would see:  

Gazelles - Gazelles live in herds, and only eat plants like grasses, berries, and beans. 
Their light-colored fur helps keep them cool in the hot weather. 

Antelopes - There are 72 different kinds of antelope in Africa.  They are very fast! They 
can run up to 61 miles per hour!  

Zebras - Each zebra has a unique strip pattern, just like we all have unique fingerprints!  
They also mainly eat plants.  

Wildebeests- Wildebeests often dine with zebras because 
they eat different parts of the same kind of grass!   

Hyenas - Hyenas are carnivores, and very aggressive 
predators. They have been known to make many different 
sounds, including whooping and laughing.  In a hyena herd, 
girls are in charge!  

Elephants - Elephants are the only mammal that cannot jump!  They also have a 
preferred tusk, just like we are right and left handed. 

Ostriches - Though they cannot fly, an ostrich can run 5 meters in just one stride! Their 
eyes are also bigger than their brain! 

Aardvarks - Aardvarks eat ants!  While digging, they can close their nose, so no dust or 
ants get up there! 

Warthogs - Warthogs are a lot like pigs, only with horns.  They have a little mane of hair 
that goes down their back.  Warthogs are herbivores, eating only plants, but if they are 
desperate, they will find a predator’s leftovers. 



Rhinoceros - A rhino’s tough skin protects them from sharp thorns and sticks.  A group 
of rhinos is called a crash! 

Giraffes - Baby giraffes can run just an hour after being born! 

Baboons - Baboons have tufts of hair on the sides of their faces 
and on their heads.  Younger baboons group together and play 
games like wrestling! 

Crocodiles - Crocodiles are aggressive predators with sharp teeth!  They also have the 
strongest bite of any animal in the world! 

Leopards - Leopards are part of the cat family.  They are nocturnal predators, so that 
means they hunt at night. 

Lions - Lions are also part of the cat family. 

Hippopotamus - Hippos cannot swim or 
float!  They just like to stand in the water. 
They can live to be up to 40 years old!   

Buffalos - An African Buffalo can be up to 
four times stronger than an ox!  When they 
are threatened by a predator, buffalos will 
stick together in a heard to protect 
themselves and even to fight the predators. 



Kenya: The Animals Name:_______________________ 

Draw a line to match the word to the correct picture. 

 
Giraffe 
 
 
Lion 
 

 
Ostrich 

 
Rhino 
 
 
Aardvark 
 
 
Warthog 
 
 
Gazelle 
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Write a fun fact about each of the animals pictured.  Write in complete sentences. 
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