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Brothers And Sisters In Christ

The Works of God Displayed

And his disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned,
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" 3
Jesus answered, "It was not that this man sinned,
or his parents, but that the works of God might be
displayed in him. (Joh 9:2-3 ESV)

In the Gospel of John chapter 9, Jesus chooses to
use a blind beggar to preach his gospel and spread
his kingdom. Blind without job or education, this is
not the man any of us would choose to send as a
missionary. Yet the Lord not only uses him but indi-
cates that God the Father set him here for this very
purpose to manifest the Glory and Grace of God. It
is this man and not the Pharisees and Scribes, who
spent their life reading and studying the word of
God, who was to be God’s prophet in this city.

At times this may be a warning for us, lest we be-
come puffed up with pride in our own understand-
ing and learning like the Jewish leaders. At other
times it may warns us, lest we judge those who
serve the Lord, thinking they are not fit or worthy
because we see this or that defect in them. But to
those who may be weighed down by their own short
comings and sins it is a joyful comfort to know that
the Lord can use even a blind beggar such as me to
accomplish his work.

-Missionary Matthew Ude

CLC Tanzania 2013
Missionary Visitation
A change in organization

At the beginning of last year, the CLC Mission Board
took a new approach to the CLC’s work in East Africa

by calling an additional Part-time missionary to as-
sist in the work the Lord has given us in that part of
the world. Pastor Mike Gurath was called to work
with our brethren in Kenya and Uganda, and my call
was changed to work with our CLC pastors and con-
gregations in Tanzania. Pastor Gurath made his first
trip as missionary to Kenya and Uganda this past
summer, meeting and working with the CLC pastors
in that area, and my visitation took place in Novem-
ber.

Masaai congregation in Arusha district

Seminars and Pastoral Conference

This year we expanded to four districts in Tanzania
(Arusha, Moshi, Makanya, and Tanga) and | spent 3-
5 days per district, conducting seminars with the
pastors and looking over the work being done in
each area. | conducted three two day semi-

nars. The first was held in the Arusha District with
Pastor Jeremiah. The second was hosted by Pastor
Malyi and the Moshi District in Marangu. And a
third was held in Korogwe for the Tanga District.

In the past we have always hosted a CLC General
Pastoral Conference in East Africa where represent-
atives from our CLC districts in Kenya, Uganda, Tan-
zania, Zambia all came together for study and fel-




B.A.S.I.C.

Page 2

lowship. Because of the call of the second part time
missionary to East Africa and the resulting reorgani-
zation, changes had to be made to the CLC General

Pastoral Conference as well. Pastor Gurath assisted
with a Kenya/Uganga General Pastoral Conference,

and | helped organize the first General Pastoral Con-
ference of the CLC-Tanzania. A two day conference
was held in Makanya and hosted by Pastor Mshana.

Pastors of the Pastoral Conference

The Book of Concord

This year we began a study of the Augsburg Confes-
sion which was aided by the recent publication of
the Book of Concord into Swahili. Last year | distrib-
uted copies of the newly published book at our dis-
trict meetings and introduced our pastors and lead-
ers to its contents. The Articles of the Augsburg
Confession serve as a beneficial in-depth study of
the doctrines presented in the Small Catechism. We
plan to continue our study of the doctrines present-
ed in the Augsburg Confession in future visits as
well. What a blessing to have this resource available
to the pastors and leaders of the churches of the
CLC-Tanzania.

We thank the Lord for the privilege of learning of
Him and serving Him in the work of His Kingdom!

Seminar at Marangu




