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Sample Sermon: “Put Your Trust in DOCTOR JESUS CHRIST!” - Luke 17:11-19

"Now it happened as He went to Jerusalem that He passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. {12}
Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who were lepers, who stood afar off. {13} And
they lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” {14} So when He saw them, He said
to them, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed. {15}
And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified God, {16} and
fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a Samaritan. {17} So Jesus answered and
said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine? {18} “Were there not any found who returned
to give glory to God except this foreigner?” {19} And He said to him, “Arise, go your way. Your faith has
made you well.”

In the name of Jesus Christ, Who "forgives all our iniquities and heals all our diseases," Dear Fellow Redeemed,

[INTRODUCTION] What is the worst thing you could hear from a doctor? Perhaps it would be this: "I'm sorry to
have to tell you this -- but your case is hopeless!" This is the worst fear for nearly anyone who has ever been to
a hospital with an iliness. Diseases like cancer strike fear into our hearts. No one knows when they might
happen, or who might get them. They are all the more fearful when we can’t afford the cure, or when there is
no cure! In these cases the only thing a doctor can do is to say “I'm sorry, there’s nothing we can do.”

There was a disease like that in Bible times - a disease called leprosy. It was a horrible condition of the skin. It
caused ugliness, loss of body parts, and eventually death. There was no cure. Rich and poor alike were struck
down by leprosy, and no doctor could cure it.

-- Except for one doctor, that is. There was one doctor in those days who had excellent success curing all kinds
of "incurable" diseases, including leprosy. Our text for today tells us about one of His most famous cases. On
that day He cured not one patient, but ten, all at the same time! We should be very interested in this case,
because this doctor is still available for us, today. Let's you and | bring all our afflictions to

[THEME — MAIN IDEA] Put Your Trust in DOCTOR JESUS CHRIST!

1. He treats even the worst diseases
2. He gives guaranteed results
3. He asks the lowest fees

[BODY, PART 1] I've often thought it would be a hard job to be a doctor. The doctor sees long lines of people
who are sick and in pain. Yes, he has the joy of helping to heal many people. But for every doctor there will be
diseases that he simply cannot cure. How sad it would be to have to deal with those hopeless cases!

Jesus Christ is one Doctor who never meets a hopeless case. He treats even the worst diseases. We read, "As
he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar off" It must have
been a sad sight: ten hopeless cases standing there, helpless, calling out to Jesus!

But they knew what they wanted, and they had come to the right person to get it, because they came to
Doctor Jesus Christ. They were begging the only doctor who was able to treat their sickness successfully. "And
they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!" Notice that they didn't say, "Heal our
leprosy.” They didn't even ask Jesus to come closer. They stood humbly at a distance, and simply begged for His
mercy. The Master would know what to do!

Think about yourself, today. Even if your body is perfectly healthy, you have a desperate need for this doctor,
too. You have a disease of the heart that is called SIN. This a disease that infects us all, and it's much more
deadly than any cancer. We have all broken God’s commandments many times by what we do, by what we say,
and in the thoughts of our hearts. Scripture says that "the wages of sin is death.” The result of this disease is
something much worse than a time of illness followed by the death of the body. SIN brings eternal death,
everlasting torment in hell!

Now, you can look around and try to find your own way to deal with sin. Some people may say that you're not
so bad, and all you have to do is try a little harder - save up a few more good works - to escape hell. But Jesus is
the one Doctor you can seek out with confidence. He won't lie to you. He makes a quick and certain diagnosis:
the problem is SIN, and the solution is trust in Christ. That is the reason Jesus came here to earth. He Himself
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said, "Those who are well do not need a physician, but those who are sick: | did not come to call the righteous,
but sinners to repentance.” Mk 2:17.

[BODY, PART 2] Yes, Doctor Jesus Christ can give us the right diagnosis of the disease, but He does much more!
He also tells us the treatment for it. And we can have absolute faith in His treatment, because this is one doctor
who gives guaranteed results.

Our text tells us that "When Jesus saw them, He said unto them, Go show yourselves to the priests." Here we
see Jesus putting the faith of these ten men to the test. He doesn't give them any fancy prayers to say, no good
works to perform. He doesn't even say a thing about healing them! He simply says, "Go to the priests." They
must have been surprised, but they trusted Him. They went. "And it came to pass, that, as they went, they
were cleansed."

It must have been an amazing sight! Ten very sick men were limping down the dusty road. Then, suddenly, they
notice - the scabs and the scars were disappearing! Missing body parts were restored, and patchy, diseased
flesh was replaced by fresh, healthy skin! Imagine the shouts of joy! Doctor Jesus Christ had given them a
miracle of healing — He had cured all ten, simply by the power of His Word!

| like that prayer that the lepers used: "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us." It is a prayer that covers everything,
and a prayer that always gets results. When you're sick, when you're lonely, when you're confused -- or when
you're just plain tired of it all, your Great Physician says, "Come unto me, all you who labor and are heavy
laden, and | will give you rest." Mt 11:28.

By far the greatest miracle from Doctor Jesus Christ is His cure for the disease of sin. Those ten men must have
had their doubts about whether Jesus could really cure leprosy with just a few simple words. And we often
have nagging doubts, too: Can Jesus can really cure my sin? Can His forgiveness really apply to me? But today
Christ tells us to put aside our doubts. Just as those hopeless lepers were completely cured, so we hopeless
sinners are completely cured by the sacrifice Jesus made for us. There's no doubt about it! The treatment for
sin is simple: apply the blood of Jesus Christ every day, and your sins will be removed, just as quickly and
thoroughly as the leprosy disappeared from those ten men. You can trust your Great Physician Jesus Christ, for
He is the only doctor who ever gave His own life so that His patients - you and me! - could live. When Jesus
gave His life on the cross that dark Good Friday afternoon, your sin was cured once and for all. We can now
come confidently to the throne of grace. Now we can pray with the Psalmist, "Have mercy upon me, O God,
according to Your loving kindness; according unto the multitude of Your tender mercies, blot out my
transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin." Ps 51:1-2. And the result is
guaranteed!

[BODY, PART 3] Our text continues, "And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with
a loud voice glorified God, And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan. And
Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine?" What a surprise! The one Doctor
who can treat even our worst diseases, and who gives us guaranteed results -- also asks the lowest fees! Think
about it - Jesus shed His blood to cure you of your sin and make a place for you in heaven, and what does He
ask in return? Nothing at all! His gift of forgiveness and eternal life is provided free of charge!

Should we not give thanks for this free grace from our Lord God? Let us remember to return and give glory to
God, like that man cured of leprosy -- the one out of ten that remembered to come back and say thank you.
Does that seem like too much to do? It was too much for those other nine men - they forgot. But it shouldn't
be too much for us.

[CONCLUSION] Imagine if you went to the hospital and received expensive treatment from skilled doctor; and
when you asked for the bill he said, "Your thanks will be enough!" -That's all Jesus asks of us. It doesn't cost
much, but it's a payment we should be careful never to overlook. Don't neglect to count your blessings before
you go to sleep at bedtime, and thank your Lord for the many blessings of the day. It's a very low fee to pay for
everything God has done for us; but giving thanks is something we can do, and it's a God-pleasing thing.

Think about the last thing you’d ever want to hear from a doctor -- "I'm sorry to have to tell you this -- but your
case is hopeless." Let us all give thanks that there is one Physician from who will never tell us such a thing! He
treats even the worst diseases, He gives guaranteed results, and He asks the lowest fees. Thanks and praise be
to our Great Physician -- Jesus Christ! In His saving name, AMEN.
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-- Adapted from a sermon by Pastor Paul
Naumann
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