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It is a diffi-
cult thing
to be ready

to die.
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Brothers And Sisters In Christ

Canticles of the Christ-Child
Simeon’s Nunc Dimittis: Luke 2:29-32

Luke 2:29-32 * "Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to
your word; >° for my eyes have seen your salvation *' that you have prepared in the
presence of all peoples, 23 light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your

people Israel."

Intro
In our Advent series we are going to
talk about three songs of praise, but
we also see three different types of
people behind those songs, and we
see three very different types of faith
that lead to those songs.

Mary young and energetic and so as-
tounded at what she hears that she
can’t really believe it is true. Zacharias
old and cynical has faith but doesn’t
really believe any of it can possibly
come to him. And Simeon, Simeon
who sees Jesus and says now | can die
in peace. Simeon has faith . . . faith
that is ready to die.

Ready to die - because he had seen
the Lord’s salvation
It is a difficult thing to be ready to die.
It’s hard enough just to accept that
death is inevitable, but to be ready,
and not just ready but actually looking
forward to death with joy. Here Simeon
shows some really strong faith.

Simeon’s great faith comes from seeing
“God’s salvation.” But he is not only
talking about the child that he holds
there in his hands. The Child is certainly
the culmination of God’s preparation.
But Simeon’s faith was already there, it
was already well established, because
before he ever saw Christ, he still saw
the Lord’s salvation. He saw how the
Lord prepared for that coming over all
the years since Adam, He saw the




This shows a life of
constant prayer,
and of constant

service.
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Lord’s salvation in His own life and
times.

It is this, the preparation that was
done in the sight of all the nations.
The child was not known to the na-
tions, the child was not seen by any
but a few. But the preparation that
was clear to any who cared to look.
The mighty works of God, in creation,
in the flood, when he destroyed
Pharoah and his army, when he
brought his people through the wilder-
ness, etc . All the things that God did,
in the sight of all people, so that no
one should have any doubt. The Lord
is God. And what he says about that
life which is to come is going to be
true. Simeon has seen all these things
and knows where he is going.

How can we have a faith that is ready
to die? Faith is not a blind trust in a
random name that our fathers taught
us as a kid, as so many people think it
is. No. What God has done He has not
done it in secret; rather He has done it
in the sight of all the people. We can
look back and see how God has done
mighty works. We can see how he has
fulfilled his promises. We can know
that the Lord is God. We can know He
will fulfill his promise.

| doubt that any of us will be totally
comfortable with the idea of dying
when it confronts us. There is too
much sin in every one of us, the
knowledge of who we really are and

the consequent fear of the wrath and
punishment from God that we deserve
is too deep within us for us to truly
face death without fear. But on that
day or any day when death confronts
us, | hope you can remember what it
was that Simeon held, the salvation
which God prepared for Simeon and
for you. The Savior who would die on
the cross. Remember who it was who
Simeon held and step through death
to see that same salvation for yourself.

Ready to Serve — because salvation is
a light to all the nations

The term Lord is not the normal, ku-
rios, but is instead the more personal
despota. Kurios is almost synonymous
with God in the scripture. Kurios is a
term of respect for those who rule
over you, for the governor and the
king, someone who rules but at a dis-
tance. Despota is the personal master,
the one you see every day, the one
you server personally

So you see this close connection that
Simeon has with the Lord. He isn’t
someone far off, separated, but some-
one close. This shows a life of constant
prayer, and of constant service.

It’s hard to be ready to die. It is harder
to be ready to serve with your whole
life

But Simeon is more than willing to do
this. He delights to do this because,




This is a kingdom
that Simeon be-
lieves is worth serv-
ing. It is a ruler
who is worth giving
our time and en-

ergy to.
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“He is a light to all the nations.”

That phrase reflects the fact that in the
Word of God, Simeon finds truth, but
more than that he finds purposes. He
finds something good. He is helping to

build something that will last. Simeon un-
derstand the truth that it doesn’t matter

how small the deed it

We just had elections here in the US, and
some thought that Hillary was a president

worth fighting for, and others thought

Trump was the man, and others thought

nothing good will come of this election,

there is no one worth fighting for. Many
people gave so much of their time in ser-
vice to the candidate of their choice. They

were willing to do this because they
thought they were helping to make the

world a better place. In the end they will
all be disappointed. And they will have to

do it again in four years.

But to us none of that really matters, we
have a better candidate. We have a candi-

date who will never disappoint. He will

rule for ever in peace and justice. This is a

kingdom that Simeon believes is worth

serving. It is a ruler who worth giving our

time and energy to.

Ready to wait — because that salvation is

the glory of God’s people

It is difficult to be ready to die, it is more
difficult to serve, but most difficult is it to

wait.

Simeon’s faith goes beyond death, and

beyond serving the Lord, Simeon had a
faith that was also willing to wait. He
waited his whole life for this one thing,
to be able to hold the baby Jesus, to
be able to see with his own eyes. The
really great thing is he wasn’t disap-
pointed. He waited his whole life and
he gets there and he says, “now my
life is complete, now | can leave in
peace.”

So much of our life, so much of our
faith, so much of our service to God is
just waiting. And it can be excruciat-
ing, but it is worth it because as Paul
says, “the glory that is to come cannot
compare to the suffering we now en-
dure.” As Simeon says here, this one
is the “Glory of your people Israel.

God'’s people find meaning and glory
and purpose in life, in Christ. This is
what we work for, this is the one who
gives meaning to our life. Simeon did-
n’t find meaning in power or having
the nicest house, or having the most
beautiful things. He didn’t find mean-
ing in the things of this life. His life was
fulfilled but waiting on the Lord.

So Simeon was willing to wait and he
rejoiced in serving, and now was more
than ready, was looking forward to
death. We pray that we also may be
filled with this type of faith.
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Like a Mighty Army...

From the Field October 3, 2016
Like a Mighty Army Moves the Church of God

The Commander of the Armies of the Lord
gave victory to Joshua and Israel at Jericho. It
was by earthly military standards a bizarre
strategy to gain victory; marching around the
city (not assailing it), blowing on rams’ horns
(not sending flights of arrows across the walls
and battering them as well), shouting a great
shout ( not putting up scaling ladders and
clambering up and over). The reason it worked
is that God said to do this and Joshua and the
people obeyed. “When Joshua was by Jericho,
he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold a
man stood before him with His drawn sword
in His hand; and Joshua went to Him and said
to Him, ‘Are you for us, or for our adversar-
ies?’” And He said, ‘No; but as commander of
the army of the Lord | have now come.” And
Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and wor-
shiped...” Joshua 5:13-14

The drawn sword for us is the Word of God in
use. It is still God Himself who comes to us
and we seek to obey what He says. It may
seem strange to our sinful ears. We might
even question it. But He is THE Commander
and He is against our adversaries. He gives the
marching orders. And it is not just His stream-
ing banners that forward go; He goes with His
Word. “Then | saw heaven opened, and be-
hold, a white horse! He who sat upon it is
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness
He judges and makes war...He is clad in a robe
dipped in blood and the name by which he is
called is The Word of God. And the armies of
heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure,
followed Him on white horses. From His
mouth issues a sharp sword...” Rev. 19:13-15

Do we have the drawn sword that whenever
and wherever we are we are willing to speak
the Word. As Paul tells us in Ephesians that
the Word of God is the sword of the Spirit.
When it is communicated, the Spirit comes
with that sword to pierce not to kill but to give
life where there is death and darkness. “For
the word of God is living and active, sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing to the
division of soul and spirit, of joints and mar-
row, and discerning the thoughts and inten-
tions of the heart.” Heb. 4:12

“Christ the royal Master, Leads against the

”

foe...

One of German strategist Carl von Clausewitz’
axioms was, “Blood is the price of victory.” Of
course what he meant was that to throw off
Napoleon’s yoke would require many a man’s
sacrificing his life. We look at that saying and
think so meaningfully of Christ on the cross.
The worst tyrant’s yoke has been cast aside.
Our victory cost God His Son. Can we do less
than our all for Him and His kingdom in thank-
ful appreciation for His victory for us? In our
day and age we see a lot of self-absorption,
people concerned about numero uno and lit-
tle else. What a difference with our Christ! All
others He placed ahead of Himself. Scripture’s
direction is clear for us — Follow His example.
“Have this mind among yourselves, which you
have in Christ Jesus, who, though He was in
the form of God, did not count equality with
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Him-
self, taking the form of a servant...He humbled
Himself and became obedient unto death...”
Phil. 2:5-8

Brothers we are treading where the saints
have trod...




