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The Augsburg Confession: Article 21

Of the Invocation of Saints

The topic discussed in this article is that of the
role of departed Christians in the lives of
Christians still in this earthly life. In our edi-
tions this article is entitled “The Cult of Saints”
- pointing out that it is abused by the Roman
Catholic Church.

In this study we will consider the following:
The role of the departed saints as an example
to those who are living; the evidence for pray-
ing to the saints given by the Roman Confuta-
tion; the words of Scripture on the subject;
and finally the dangerous result of the Roman
teaching concerning the saints. [Note: In Scrip-
ture the word “saint” is used to refer to all
those who have faith in Christ (1 Corinthians
1:2), but in the context of this study, the term
“saint” will be used only to refer to those who
have been called from this earthly life.]

The Example of the Saints

In Article 21 our Lutheran forefathers began
by pointing out the positive example the
saints have for us: “It is also taught among us
that saints should be kept in remembrance so

that our faith may be strengthened when we
see what grace they received and how they
were sustained by faith. Moreover, their good
works are to be an example for us, each of us in
his own calling. So His Imperial Majesty may in
salutary and godly fashion imitate the example
of David in making war on the Turk, for both
are incumbents of a royal office which demands
the defense and protection of their subjects.”

Scripture clearly sets before our eyes the faith-
ful example of the saints as a blessing for us.
The book of Hebrews states: “Now faith is the
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen. For by it the elders obtained a
good testimony” (Hebrews 11:1-2). The rest of
that chapter sets before us the example of spe-
cific saints and their lives of faith: Abel, Enoch,
Noah, Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph,
Moses, Rahab and many more. Then we

read: “Therefore we also, since we are sur-
rounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let
us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so
easily ensnares us, and let us run with endur-
ance the race that is set before us” (Hebrews
12:1).
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As we look in Scripture, in ancient church his-
tory, and even our own history, we find and
remember many wonderful examples of faith
in the lives of those who have lived and died
before us. They can and do serve as an en-
couragement as we live our own lives of faith
now. We also find many bad examples and
many failures in their lives. The apostle Paul,
citing the poor examples of the children of Is-
rael, reminds us: “Now these things became
our examples, to the intent that we should
not lust after evil things as they also

lusted” (1 Corinthians 10:6). We can learn
from the bad examples of others as well as the
good.

If we know the failings of the saints it can help
us to remember that they were not perfect.
They were sinners, just the same as us. They
were sinners who obtained the crown of life,
not through their own works, but through
faith in the work of Christ. For this reason the
Lutherans continued this article by pointing
out the errors taught concerning the role of
the saints in the Roman Church: “However, it
cannot be proved from the Scriptures that we
are to invoke saints or seek help from

them. ‘For there is one mediator between
God and men, Christ Jesus’ (1 Timothy 2:5),
who is the only savior, the only high priest, ad-
vocate, and intercessor before God (Romans
8:34). He alone has promised to hear our
prayers. Moreover, according to the Scrip-
tures, the highest form of divine services is sin-
cerely to seek and call upon this same Jesus
Christ in every time of need. ‘If anyone sins,
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous’ (1 John2:1).”

The Roman Confutation

In response to the above paragraph the Ro-
man Confutation replied: “This article of the
Confession... must be utterly rejected and in
harmony with the entire universal Church be
condemned.” This condemnation was based
on three things: “For in favor of the invocation
of saints we have not only the authority of the
Church universal but also the agreement of the
holy fathers, Augustine, Bernard, Jerome, Cyp-
rian, Chrysostom, Basil, and this class of other
Church teachers. Neither is the authority of
Holy Scripture absent from this Catholic asser-

tion...”

Notice the order in which they offer support
for their teaching on the invocation of the
saints:

. The authority of the Church universal;
e the agreement of the holy fathers;

e  the authority of Holy Scripture.

In their minds, the Word of God in the Bible
was last and the least important of their sup-
port. Most important was the authority of the
Church (the tradition of the Church). The writ-
ings of the church fathers and Scripture were
only offered in support of the Church’s au-
thority.

Scripture and the Saints

When we consider the evidence which the Ro-
man theologians presented, we will see that
they fail to make a distinction between the
invocation of those who are alive and those
who have been taken from this earthly life - a
very important distinction indeed!

Scripture says that we should make interces-
sion for one another, even for our ene-

mies. James writes: “Confess your trespasses
to one another, and pray for one another,
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that you may be healed. The effective, fervent
prayer of a righteous man avails much” (James
5:16), and Jesus told His disciples: “pray for those
who spitefully use you and persecute

you” (Matthew 5:44). But these words were spo-
ken to those who were alive, not to those who
had been called from this earthly life. The Roman
theologians refer to such passages in the Confuta-
tion. They refer to the invocation of Job for his
friends (Job 42:8); the invocation of Moses for the
Children of Israel (Exodus 32:11); of those in Jeru-
salem for Peter who was in prison (Acts 12:5); as
well as many others. They use these passages in
support of their teaching that the saints, now
called home, continue to pray for us, and that we
should ask for their prayers.

In the Apology the Lutherans responded to the
Roman assertion that the invocation of saints was
supported by Scripture saying: “There is no pas-
sage in Scripture about the dead praying, except
for the dream recorded in the Second Book of the
Maccabees (15:14).... Scripture does not teach us
to invoke the saints or to ask their help. Neither a
command nor a promise nor an example can be
shown from Scripture for the invocation of the

saints.”

This is a very helpful point, but Scripture goes
even beyond this. Concerning those who have de-
parted this life Scripture tells us that they have no
knowledge or control over what takes place on
earth:

“For the living know that they will die; But the
dead know nothing, And they have no more re-
ward, For the memory of them is forgotten. Also
their love, their hatred, and their envy have now
perished; Nevermore will they have a share In
anything done under the sun” (Ecclesiastes 9:5-
6).

“For You are our Father, though Abraham does
not know us And Israel does not recognize us.
You, O LORD, are our Father, Our Redeemer from
of old is Your name” (Isaiah 63:16).

Again the Apology states: “Even if the saints
do pray fervently for the church, it does not
follow that they should be invoked.”

The Dangerous Result

The biggest problem with the Roman teaching
on the invocation of the saints was not in con-
nection with prayer, but intercession. The
Church taught that certain saints were in
charge of certain parts of life. This may have
been derived from the heathen religions
which thought that the gods had certain areas
of power or influence (cf. Apology, Article XXI,
1 32).

Even worse, the Church not only encouraged
parishioners to pray to the saints, but also
taught that the merits of the saints could be
passed on to others, in effect taking the place
of Jesus and minimizing His work of redemp-
tion. Like Luther, many people considered Je-
sus a harsh and angry judge, and were taught
to trust in the mercy of the saints rather than
the mercy of Christ. But Paul writes: “Who is
he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and
furthermore is also risen, who is even at the
right hand of God, who also makes interces-
sion for us” (Romans 8:34). Here we can al-
ready begin to see the work of the Anti-christ,
leading people away from Christ.

Note: This study was prepared for the Bible
Class at Zion Lutheran Church, Lawrenceville,
GA by Pastor Nathanael Mayhew.
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Thailand

John is considering helping these poor farmers
by teaching them better farming methods to

\ increase the yield from their farms. The meet-
ing went well. It was informative. We also
looked at some small plots of land. This pro-
ject is currently under consideration.

In all of this our goal is to help poor Christians
so that they may better support their families
as well as the spread of the Gospel.

March 9-12 teach Scripture to Hmong leaders
From the Field June 12,16 from North Vietnam(3 men), Laos (3 men),

and Thailand (Approx. 5 or 6 men). Some
This is part of a report from Mark Bohde on his

recent (March) trip to Thailand. While the CLC no
longer is doing outreach in Thailand, we are inter-

women will come to sit in and listen. | am lim-
iting the number of men who participate so
that the instruction can be more intensive. It is

ested as we did previously work there. Mark is do- expected that they will teach other men in

ing independent mission work. The most recent . .
their own countries after they return.

development beyond his report is that Hmong in

Vietnam are also inviting him to come there both ~ Our study session went extremely well. We

in the north and the south. That is an exciting de- ~ covered the first study book about God’s

velopment. The next trip is tentatively planned for Word completely. Our next study session will

Oct. comprehensively cover spiritual warfare. We
studied for 3 days. Since God’s Word is the

R ing The Beginni f The Work i
eport Concerning The Beginning of The Work in basis for everything in the life of a believer,

Thailand . ) .
atfan this was our first topic. The Lord blessed tre-

A friend of mine, John Bobek, and | met with a few mendously. They learned many new things.
Karen Tribe leaders (Christians). We talked with For example, God’s Word is our daily food. If
them about helping them to market their coffee we are to grow in faith, reading and studying
beans to roasters in the USA. They are poor Chris- God’s Word is essential.

tians. This was the purpose of the non-profit cor-

Based on their response, they not only learned

tion P.E.A.CEE,, | Providing E ic Aid
poration , Inc (Providing Economic Aid, truths about God’s Word but they also learned

Consultation, and Education) that we started

that Christians don’t use their reason apart
from God’s Word to understand their Bibles.

many years ago. We are currently pursuing the
development of this by contacting roasters in
Texas and Wisconsin.

March 6 traveled to Nan City in the Province of
Nan to meet with Hmong Tribe Leadership.

John and | met with about 50 men and women.
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They let God interpret His own Word by thor-
oughly studying and meditating on His Word. The
enthusiasm was great. They asked me what books
they should begin to study and read every day.

We had 8 people in attendance: 2 pastors, one
church leader of a church with no pastor, and 4
women. The women are important because there
is a cultural divide between men and women in
the Hmong Tribe. In church for example, it is

common for the men to sit on one side and the
women on the other. While they understand that
women cannot be pastors, they also know that
women can have a great influence on other
women. In addition, | have tried to keep our study
group small so that the instruction can be more
intensive and so | can understand the thinking of
the participants much more clearly. Those who
attended have agreed to go and teach others.

We had expected 3 men from North Vietnam. All
3 had problems with the government and did not
come. We can send a Hmong pastor to them.

The Lord caused everything to move rapidly in the

direction | have prayed for. Instead of a few
leaders from Laos coming to us, the two pas-
tors have already set up study sessions with
small groups of leaders at the Lao border with
Thailand. Pastor Sa-Ard will teach one group
and Pastor Jakrapong will teach two groups. |
will supply the funds to have the books we
used printed for each attendee.

They have urged me to return. If God wills, |
will go three times a year. We will have two
long sessions in March and in October as well
as a shorter session sometime at the end of
December or beginning of January. The farm-
ers are all available at these times.

| also learned that they don’t have pastors in
North Vietnam and Laos. Since they haven’t
been to Bible school or seminary they do not
call themselves pastors. Each church has one
or more church leaders who rotate in leading
worship. The men in Thailand told me that the
church leaders in these two countries are beg-
ging for instruction. | am so privileged to do
this. | will write books that are totally scripture




